ST. PETER’S WAVE
SUMMER 2025

St. Peter’s is a community called to Love, Worship, Proclaim, and Serve.
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Life in the parish church always slows down in the summer. Many people take vacations, trips,
and entertain visitors. Of course, in our area, traffic doesn’t slow down, nor does the influx of
“summer people” to the Cape and South coast. Much of the world around St Peter’s speeds up,
gets busier.

I will be doing 2 Sundays at St. Philip’s in Mattapoisett - the chapel that is only open in the
summer. And I’'m looking forward to baptizing my youngest grandchild there on August 10th.

We will be trying a new schedule with the 10 AM service moving up to 9 AM. The choir takes a
well earned “recess” until September. Weekly Bible study will also take the summer “off.”

Our Gospel readings will all come from St. Luke. Without any major feasts during the green
Pentecost season, we have a chance to focus on Luke’s portrait of Jesus. Three major themes
shine through Jesus in the 3rd Gospel - the power of the Holy Spirit, the healing ministry and
Our Lord’s care and concern for women and children.

| hope the weeks ahead will be a time of refreshment and renewal for all of us. And | hope Ill
see many of you, and many “summer people,” on Sundays.

Grace, Peace, Love,
Bob
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LITURGICAL NOTES

Prayer

A defining mark of The Episcopal Church is the Book of Common Prayer. Of course our prayers
and liturgies come directly from the first BCP in England in 1549, but most of these have roots in
the early 4th and 5th century church. Prayer - corporate (common) and individual (private) are
foundational for the Christian life.

The BCP is a full “ toolbox” for all kinds of prayer. In the Outline of the Faith (Catechism p. 856)
we have an excellent teaching about prayer - defined as “responding to God, by thought and by
deeds, with or without words...”

7 “kinds” of prayer are listed and defined. | like to list them in order of our familiarity and
practices: 1. Thanksgiving 2. Petition 3. Intercession 4. Penitence 5. Oblation 6. Praise 7.
Adoration.

St Benedict’s Feast Day is July 11"". He founded an order and stressed a life of prayer which
became an important part of our Anglican tradition since St Augustine, missionary from Rome to
England in the late 6th century and the first Archbishop of Canterbury, was a Benedictine Monk.

The summer months of July and August can offer us time for prayer, especially on our own and
outdoors. Try to work at a full rounded “diet” of prayer, maybe experimenting with some new
tradition, method or type. St. Paul encourages us to “pray constantly” (1 Thes 5:17).

May the months ahead this summer give us many opportunities to “respond to God...”
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Finances are okay.

The revised By-Laws need to be approved by the congregation — this will be done at the
combined service on June 29". There will be a celebration of the choir after the service, with
goodies being served.

According to the diocese, we need to adjust the housing allowance/salary for our clergy.
A new outdoor sign for St. Peter’s will be ordered this week.

John McGuinness will have a vegetable stand again this year.



We continue to look for someone that can repair and reinstall the boat over the front door.
The new niches for the columbarium have been ordered — they will be built, then shipped to us.

We would like to consider having a small garden dedicated to St. Francis Assisi for the ashes of
our passed pets.

For the future — we are trying to get together a committee to work on our participation in Canal
Day, September 20". It was suggested we get a LARGE picture of St. Peter's coming down the
canal for Canal Day and offer tours of the church.

A service for newcomers to our area has been suggested.
Bob has offered to hold a monthly service at Keystone for the residents.

The vestry approved money for the Search Committee, if needed, to move forward with
potential candidates.

A collaboration with the church in Swansea was discussed and tabled for the present time.
SAM (Substance Abuse Ministry) is on hiatus until the fall.

Services for the months of July and August will be at 8:00 and 9:00 am with a combined service
on August 31t at 9:00 am.

There will be a baptism on July 27%.

There will be no vestry meeting in July.

Bob Malm will not be at St. Peter’s on July 6" and August 10™.

There will be no Wave during the summer, we will have a double edition in September.

The next meeting of the vestry will be Tuesday, August 19" at 5:30.

Get your walking shoes out! St Peter’s will be walking the canal again this summer. We will
meet on the western side of Seaside Scoops by the Water Park in Buzzards Bay at 6:00 PM.
We’'ll walk along the canal and then come back for ice cream. Several parishioners skip the
walk and just come for the ice cream! We'll walk the second Wednesday of each month (July 9,
August 13 and September 10.) Hope to see you there! Questions? Ask Amy or email
amyreads42@gmail.com
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CAPE COD CANAL DAY

On Canal Day (September 20) thousands of people will be walking past our beautiful church. It
is a great opportunity to spread the word about our wonderful church and perhaps even entice
some people to come back on Sunday! We are looking for some folks to help plan outreach
and/or fundraising activities for Canal Day. If you have ideas about what we can do (or
memories of what was done in the past) please contact Amy Farris and join the planning

group: amyreads42@gmail.com
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We would like to thank the parish for their continuing support through our collection jar on the
second Sunday of every month. We have no meetings currently scheduled; we will attempt to
regroup in the fall.

The Bourne Substance Free Coalition recently installed Narcan Stations at the high schools for
emergency use if needed and again participated in the warning label program with local
package stores. They also helped to put on an alcohol free after prom party at the community
center.

Recently on Channel 5, WCVB there was an investigative report about the harmful effects of
marijuana on young people. There have been some serious mental health issues with heavy
use, especially if used as a vape. Please check out www.wcvb.com/investigates.

If you would like to learn more about our mission, please contact one of our members. There
has been some concern mentioned about the time that we meet. If you have any suggestions
on a different time for when we re-group in fall, please let one of our members know your
thoughts on the matter.

Sincerely Submitted,
Substance Abuse Prevention and Support members; Celeste & Jim Hankey, Jane & Jim Lema,
Nancy & Bob Sherwood, Donna Beers, Larry Higgins, Diane Bergeron, and Connie Morrison.
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PRAYER FOR A NEW RECTOR/SEARCH PROCESS

O God, you know us better than we know ourselves. Guide us in our search for a new clerical
leader. empower each one of us to use our unique ministries, to share openly and honestly our
thoughts, to respect the opinions of others, and to encourage humility, patience, and joy. Instill
in us a vision of the Church's family; that guided by your Holy Spirit, we will be united in love
and joyfully accomplish this mission of discovering the one you have called to serve with us as
our rector. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

RECURRING EVENTS

Sundays: 8am - Holy Eucharist Rite |

9am - Holy Eucharist Rite Il w/music

(unless otherwise noted)

Tuesdays: 11am - Bible Study (on summer hiatus)
Thursdays: 8:30am — TOPS
1t Saturday, 8:30am - Men’s Breakfast (on summer hiatus)
2"Y Monday, 2:22pm - Substance Abuse Team (on summer hiatus)
3 Tuesday, 5:30pm — Vestry (no July meeting)

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH-ON-THE-CANAL
165 Main St., PO Box 265
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532
508-759-5641

Email: saintpeters@verizon.net
Website: www.saintpetersbb.orgq

Staff
The Reverend Robert Malm, Interim Rector 703-772-7667
Lisa Platanitis, Director of Music/Choir
Liesl Crehan, Pianist/Organist
Kimberly Leahy, Parish Administrator
Robin Higgins, Newsletter Editor

2025 Vestry
Celeste Hankey, Sr. Warden...617-710-5346 Mark Taylor, Jr. Warden...508-863-1259
Alan Kershaw, Treasurer...508-224-4018 Kathy Letzeisen, Asst. Treasurer...617-755-9357
Patti Metcalf, Clerk...508-685-5582 Patrick Davin....508-496-0863
Amy Farris....978-831-2021 Jack Kennedy...508-291-138
Connie Morrison...978-259-8068 Elaine Robinson....774-521-7959

Melissa Scannell...508-566-1594
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